
THE ATONEMENT



ATONEMENT IS THE PROCESS 
OF RECONCILIATION BETWEEN 

GOD AND HUMAN BEINGS 
(EITHER ON A COMMUNAL OR 
INDIVIDUAL BASIS) WITH THE 
GOAL OF RIGHTING A WRONG 

OR INJURY, I.E. SIN.
At-one-ment



IN YOUR MIND, WHAT PART OF JESUS’ LIFE WAS MOST IMPORTANT IN REDEEMING HUMANITY?

1.  God becoming human in the Incarnation 
(Christ’s birth) 

2.  Jesus teaching us and performing miracles 
(Life and Teaching) 

3.  Jesus dying on the cross (Crucifixion) 
4.  Jesus rising from the dead (Resurrection)





INCARNATION [GOD BECAME HUMAN]

➤ Christus Victor. Popularized 
by Irenaeus, Jesus’ life is a 
victorious struggle against evil. 
While many would place this at 
the Resurrection, Irenaeus 
would place the locus at the 
Incarnation and God existing 
before time as part of the 
Trinity. 

➤ Incarnational Atonement. 
Popularized by Fredrick 
Schleiermacher, something 
about the way Jesus is invites 
us into ideal humanity, made 
possible simply because of the 
Incarnation. God becoming 
flesh atones humanity in that 
instant, and all that matters is 
that God became human.



LIFE AND TEACHING OF JESUS

➤Moral Exemplar. Popularized by 
Abelard, Jesus’ life and death is a 
powerful enough example of love and 
obedience to influence sinners to 
repent of their sins and improve their 
lives. 

➤Solidarity. Popularized by Jurgen 
Moltmann, Jesus’ life stands as 
testimony that he always stood with 
the marginalized, the poor, the 
prostitutes and the tax collectors. His 
death was the result of his life.  

We are called to identify with Christ’s 
suffering and to stand with those whose 
experience of being forsaken parallels 
Christ on the cross. 
➤Healing Servant. Popularized by 

some interpretations of John Wesley 
(though his own atonement is much 
harder to pin down), this perspective 
sees sin as disease and grace as 
healing, referencing Christ as the 
Great Physician.



CRUCIFIXION [JESUS’ DEATH ON THE CROSS]

➤ Penalty Satisfaction/
Substitution. Popularized by 
Augustine/Anselm, the death of 
Jesus on the cross is the paying of 
a debt (or satisfying a debt) caused 
by humanity’s sinful nature 
offending God’s honor. Also 
framed as Jesus taking the place 
(substituting) for humanity on the 
Cross.  

➤ Last Scapegoat. Popularized by 
Rene Girard, tribal human 
societies needed a release valve to 
let off the pressure of increasing 
rivalry and violence, so a scapegoat 
victim is sacrificed, thus relieving 
the pressure of violence. Jesus’ 
death as a “visible victim/
scapegoat” shows the injustice and 
inherent immorality of the 
scapegoating system on display.



RESURRECTION

➤ Ransom Captive. Popularized 
by Origen, Jesus’ death is the 
ransom paid to the devil (or 
evil powers) to free humans 
from the bondage of sin. Its 
locus is the Resurrection as 
that’s when the Devil was 
tricked and he didn’t have any 
control over Christ at all. This 
view has gained some traction 

in the post-modern world when 
you substitute “Satan” with 
“the powers” as popularized by 
Walter Wink and Gustav 
Aulen.



CONCLUSION

➤ In the end, no one atonement 
theory may be sufficient to 
understand the acts of God 
through Jesus Christ to 
reconcile the world to God’s 
self. But in the studying of 
different theories and areas 
of focus, one confronts 
exactly what one believes 
about Jesus’ birth, life, death, 

and resurrection and perhaps 
by illuminating what is most 
important a stronger 
constructive theology can be 
made. 

➤ Lesson Source: Hacking 
Christianity http://
hackingchristianity.net/
2013/03/primer-on-atonement-
theories.html

http://hackingchristianity.net/2013/03/primer-on-atonement-theories.html


QUESTIONS?

➤Read Tony Jones, A Better 
Atonement: Beyond the Depraved 
Doctrine of Original Sin (2012) 
only 46 pages


